
We remain a proudly independent practice, 
utilising our experience, expertise and 
innovation to provide first class veterinary 
care, tailored to the needs of you and your 
horse. We would like to thank our staff who 
have worked tirelessly throughout the year. 

The success of ALPINISTA in the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, 
trained by Sir Mark Prescott for her owner and breeder, 
Kirsten Rausing, was a result universally welcomed by 
all aspects of the Thoroughbred racing and breeding 
world. ALPINISTA was bred and cared for at Lanwades 
Stud under the watchful eye of Liam MacGillivray and all 
the team of reproductive vets.
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2022 was another busy and successful year for NEH, and we are 
extremely grateful to our clients for their continued support.
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Hospital case log  
and audit

We are pleased to publish for the 14th year our annual 
hospital case log and audit. As we look forward to 
2023, our team of specialist orthopaedic surgeons look 
forward to continuing to provide innovative surgical 

care for your horses this year. Between them they have 
a wealth of surgical experience, from their collective 
years working with the high caseload at NEH.

Matt Smith

Will Barker

Partner & Hospital 
Director

Partner

Special surgical interest – Thoroughbred orthopaedic surgery, with an 
emphasis on arthroscopy and fracture repair

Matt has worked as a surgeon in Newmarket since 2006. He is a European 
and RCVS Specialist in Equine Surgery, and is one of only four practicing 
UK veterinarians to hold the RCVS Diploma in Equine Orthopaedics. Matt 
has published extensively on his work, with highlights including:

• multiple papers exploring the features, causes and outcome following 
repair of pastern fractures in racehorses

• repair of spiral condylar fractures in racehorses

• repair of carpal slab and carpal chip fractures in racehorses

• location and incidence of chip fractures in the fetlock of UK 
Thoroughbred racehorses

Special surgical interest – innovative fracture repair techniques, 
laparoscopy

Will joined NEH in 2008 and has worked as a surgeon in the hospital 
since 2013.  He is a European and RCVS Specialist in Equine Surgery. Will’s 
research and publications include: 

• outcome of racehorses following repair of slab fractures in the hock

• computed tomographic features of condylar fractures.



Exam Success

2022 saw exam success for stud vet Denis Coman, who 
successfully passed the RCVS Certificate examination in 
Advance Veterinary Practice (Stud Medicine). Gemma 
Cole in our nursing team and practice veterinary 
technician Alex Dimitrova both completed their training 
in Veterinary Nursing with the Open College of Equine 
Studies, and passed their final veterinary nursing 
examinations. They have now registeried with the RCVS 
as Veterinary Nurses.

Education Events
 
 
After a 2-year hiatus, we were pleased to welcome 
our clients and colleagues from across the country 
back to NEH for educational events. In September we 
welcomed our veterinary colleagues to a CPD event 
covering current issues in the Thoroughbred Racehorse, 
discussing a range of topics with our specialists from 
NEH, and guest speakers from across the UK and Europe. 
Covid excepting, this has become a regular highlight in 
the CPD calendar for vets working in the Thoroughbred 
industry.

Our sports and leisure team ran a series of very well 
attended evening events for our clients, with lectures 
and hand’s on practical sessions used to explore 
topics including hormonal problems, colic and poor 
performance. 

Externship Program
 
 
In 2022 we launched our revamped externship program 
for veterinary undergraduate students, which has 
proved hugely popular. The program is structured 
and includes one week working with the practice vets 
visiting racing yards, studs and sports and leisure 
horses, and a second week in the hospital working with 
the multidisciplinary team seeing surgical and medical 
cases, complex lameness workups, anaesthesia and 
surgery.

Matt Chesworth

Hospital Surgeon

Matt joined the surgical team at NEH in 2019, and is a European and RCVS 
Specialist in Equine Surgery. Matt has worked as an equine vet since 
graduating in 2011, and undertook specialist surgical training during 
his residency at the Royal Veterinary College. Matt enjoys all types of 
surgery. He is currently researching the computed tomographic features 
of pastern fractures in Thoroughbred racehorses, collating information 
from CT scans from over 300 horses with fractures treated at NEH.



Internship Program
 
 
From our internship program we said goodbye and 
good luck to Camille, Kirsten and Kirsty as they moved 
on to the next step in their careers. Camille has started 
specialist surgical training in private practice in France. 
Kirsten is nearing the end of a season in Australia 
working in Thoroughbred practice. 

Equipment
 
 
 
New equipment invested in this year includes hospital-
based digital radiography (DR) set-ups for both 
our radiography suites, replacing our long serving 
computed radiography machines. The new DR set-up 
provides the best quality radiographic images for our 
hospital clinicians, which can be produced more quickly 
and efficiently than with our previous system. Alongside 
this, we installed a new cloud based PACS solution for 
storage and viewing of all of our medical imaging. This 
allows our vets access to our patient’s medical images 
from any location, and easy, secure sharing of images 
with our clients and referring vets.

We have also upgraded our biologic therapy options 
with the new Arthrex Angel PRP and BMAC machine, 
which allows us to produce the highest quality biological 
treatments for tendon, ligament and joint injuries. The 
system is completely closed, maximising patient safety 
and allows the white blood cell count to be optimised 
for the condition being treated.

Associated practices
 

In the last year there have been a number of changes 
to NEH.  Our branch practice in Berkshire, BE continues to 
grow and thrive and there are now 4 vets and 3 support 
staff.  In addition, our branch practice in Chantilly has 
now grown to 3 veterinary surgeons.  

Most recently we have become partners in a veterinary 
hospital in Ireland, Sycamore Lodge Equine Hospital, 
based on the Curragh. Paul Ormond is now based over 
there and we look forward to developing our partnership 
with Sycamore Lodge.



NEH Audit/Log 2022

Total hospital admissions 2607

Radiographic examination 2250

Ultrasonographic examinations 733

Scintigraphy examinations 252

MRI 164

CT 217

Total surgery numbers 964

General anaesthesia 819

Mortality associated with general anaesthesia 5 (0.6%)

Orthopaedics 5

Abdominal 2

Respiratory 3

Total 10 (1.2%)

Breakdown of surgery cases:

Complications - Post-operative infection (surgeries under general anaesthesia):

Arthroscopy & tenoscopy 330

Fracture repair (including arthroscopic) 148

Other orthopaedic 102

Respiratory (including head & neck) 118

Colic 36

Gynaecological 32

Other soft tissues 144

TVEC 3
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