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Welcome to the

As we start the 2022 stud season, the world seems a significantly 
brighter place than February 2021. It’s been a busy year at NEH and 
below is a brief overview of what we’ve been up to.

NEH Associated 
Practices

While many equine practices have been 
sold to large corporate companies in recent 
years, Newmarket Equine Hospital has 
remained independent. 

We believe this offers our clients and patients the 
continuity and excellence in care they expect. However, 
that does not mean we have remained the same, and 
over the last few years NEH has formed associations 
with a number of like-minded practices. 

In 2019 Berkshire Equine was formed in association with 
Simon and Jamie Knapp. BE has gone from strength to 
strength and now includes vets Luke Hepburn and Niall 
Hanly. BE cares for many important trainers’ high-class 
racehorses, as well as stud farms and sports horses; 
BE vets also provide veterinary cover to Ascot, Epsom, 
Kempton and Sandown racecourses. 

In 2021, we looked further afield and an association 
was formed with Lucile Falque, an established and 
well-regarded vet at Chantilly. This growing practice 

covers racing trainers in the heart of French racing. We 
have worked with Lucile for several years, representing 
each other’s practices at UK and French sales. We 
share the same values and standards, and look 
forward to working even closer together. 

Paul Ormond, a hugely liked and respected NEH 
partner, returned to Ireland in 2021, where he is working 
with a number of racing and stud clients. While Paul 
remains very much part of NEH, he has teamed up 
with Sycamore Lodge Equine Hospital on the Curragh. 
Sycamore Lodge’s Ernan and 
Claire O’Donnell both worked 
with us in Newmarket in the past. 
Paul will also attend all the major 
thoroughbred sales around 
Europe. 

More information can be found about these associated 
practices on our new website. The address remains the 
same, www.newmarketequinehospital.com and we 
would love you to take a look around and see what NEH 
has to offer. The website has information about who we 
are, what we offer and how we utilise our experience, 
expertise and innovation to provide first class veterinary 
care, tailored to the needs of you and your horse. 
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The Practice

For decades Huw Neal and James Crowhurst 
have been mainstays of our practice and 
many of us developed under their kind 
and expert guidance. Both retired from the 
practice 2021, and we cannot thank them 
enough and wish them the very best in the 
years ahead. We also look forward to James’ 
continuing role at NEH as a consultant.

Vaccination update 
All thoroughbred clients should be aware of the latest 
vaccination rules. For full details please see the BHA 
website: www.britishhorseracing.com/regulation/
equine-influenza-update/

HBLB Code of Practice 
Stud clients should be aware 
of several changes to the Code 
of Practice. Please see the HBLB 
website for further details: 
codes.hblb.org.uk

Exports
Brexit, COVID, what next!? The export requirements 
for shipping horses seems to be an ever-changing 
challenge. But lead export vet David Bartram and our 
new head-of-shipping secretary Charlotte Phipps are 
always happy to help with your enquiries and needs. 

Sports and Leisure 
Fran James is well known to our S&L clients, offering 
advice on performance and sports medicine 
problems. She is a recognised specialist in these fields 
and can see patients at NEH or at your own stables. 
Tim Lee joined the stud team in 2021 and is involved in 
all aspects of breeding work. Non-thoroughbred clients 
will be pleased to know that Tim has wide experience 
in AI and Embryo-transfer work, and is keen to develop 
this side of the practice, along with our long-standing 
vets Zara Wise and Jan Pynn. Please contact them if 
you have any queries. 



The Hospital

The Annual Hospital audit can be found on 
our news page of the website. It shows the 
welcome return to pre pandemic levels of 
cases coming through the doors with over 
1000 surgeries and over 2500 cases seen 
over the year. 

On the facilities side our scintigraphy (bone scan) 
suite was upgraded in 2021 with a MiE Equine Scanner 
HR. The system has an integrated image acquisition 
and processing set-up, which in combination with 
the camera’s large field of view, and quick and easy 
positioning, enables efficient production of the highest 
quality images. 

The hospital has also opened a stand-alone foal 
unit in 2021. This offers a biosecure environment for 
intensive care of foals, equipped with video monitoring, 
heat lamps, padded beds for recumbent foals, and a 
separate treatment area. 

NEH and hospital surgeon Ian Wright was involved 
in the development and roll-out of a nationwide 
racecourse fracture support kit, by the Racecourse 
Association, National Trainers Federation and 
Association of Racecourse Veterinary Surgeons. This 
development is a major improvement in horse welfare 
at the racecourse. 

From our internship program we said good luck to 
Joao, Natalie, Sean and Alex as they moved on to the 
next step in their careers. Alex set-off in pursuit of a 
residency training program in diagnostic imaging, 
Joao and Nat took up roles in equine ambulatory 
practice and Sean has joined our team of racing vets 
at NEH.

In the nursing team, Shannon Mitchell and Amelia 
Hadju completed their three-year training positions at 
NEH during which time they studied Veterinary Nursing 
with the Open College of Equine Studies. Both passed 

their final examinations enabling them to register with 
the RCVS as Veterinary Nurses, which brings our team 
of registered veterinary nurses to seven. 

In addition to their clinical work, an important part 
of our specialists roles includes developing clinical 
techniques and sharing knowledge with the wider 
veterinary community. Highlights from 2021 include 
peer-reviewed publication of arthroscopic findings 
in the fetlock joint of horses with pastern fractures, 
and a series of unusual cases with fragmentation of 
the palmar and plantar articular margin of the distal 
phalanx. Presentations were made at a number of 
UK and international symposia, and lectures and 
talks made to undergraduates at four different UK vet 
schools.

We hope you take the time to look around our new 
website and see all that Newmarket Equine Hospital 
offers and please do not hesitate to get in contact for 
any further details.  



NEH Audit/Log 2021

Total hospital admissions 2668

Radiographic examination 2416

Ultrasonographic examinations 710

Scintigraphy examinations 270

MRI 169

CT 247

Total surgery numbers 1077

General anaesthesia 834

Mortality associated with general anaesthesia 4 (0.5%)

Orthopaedics 5

Abdominal 2

Respiratory 3

Total 10 (1.1%)

Breakdown of surgery cases (under general anaesthesia):

Complications - Post-operative infection (surgeries under general anaesthesia):

Arthroscopy & tenoscopy 300

Fracture repair (including arthroscopic) 146

Other orthopaedic 159

Respiratory 65

Colic 40

Gynaecological 3

Other soft tissues 115

TVEC 6
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